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Overview:

The purpose of this exercise is to verify that the Buyer has the ability to obtain TCP/IP connectivity and establish an FTP session between the Buyer and the USDA NITC via the FSA FTP server to electronically exchange data, a sample Buyer FTP Test file is provided.  The test file is provided in two forms: 1) as a MSWord document (buyer.beta.ftpfilea.doc) or 2)as a text file (buyer.beta.ftpfilea.txt). 

The supplied Test File contains 101 records consisting of one header record and 100 receipt detail records.  The receipt detail records are defined with a dummy gin code to avoid completion of processing in the COPS production environment and the creation of a CCR invoice.  The test file will process editing of the data and return a Buyer Acknowledgement file with codes associated with invalid receipt records.

SAMPLE:

A00000010000000ZZZZ2004-01-052004-01-05      N                                             

B   XXXXX                                 12500125050020031120011250500MMMMMMMM C            

B                                         12500125050120031120011250501MMMMMMMM C

B                                         12500125050220031120011250502MMMMMMMM C
Instructions:

The test file data will require modifications before it can be zipped and transmitted as an FTP file.

Each Buyer will need to modify the following:

A) In the Header 'A' record:

1) Replace the 'ZZZZ' (positions 11-19) with the Buyer's four digit number.

2) Change the Payoff Date (positions 20-29) with a date within the current AWP date range).

3) Change the Sent Data (positions 30-39) with the date the file is to be transmitted.

4) Change the ‘N’ (position 46) to ‘Y’ if for test only.

B) In each of the detail records:

1) Replace the 'MMMMMMMM' (positions 72-79) with the Buyer's EAD Holder ID (can be from any provider as the records are for a dummy gin).

2) Use (position 5-40) for buyer information.

After modifications, the Buyer will need to follow the Buyer FTP Instructions to rename the file, zip the file, create a TCP/IP connection and FTP session to transmit the file.

A sign of positive completion of the test, a zipped acknowledgement file will be created from the COPS processing for the Buyer to pickup via FTP session, unzip and read.  (see the Acknowledgement File layout for description of error flag codes).

Contact Information:
Before transmission of the Test File and for any assistance, contact Shannon Fulghem at 816-926-1533. 

